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Heyerdahl, Thor Aku-Aku 
carved those megalithic heads (and how) and who set 


Rand McNally. Sept. 384p. $6.95. 


The author, Kon-Tiki fame, has produced stimulat- 
ing adventure story result imaginative ex- 
pedition Easter Island. book which recom- 
mend the adult reading public, who will get more 
profit out the book than they will heed any archaeo- 
logical reservations shall append this review. This 
reading public, (and not exclude the upper High 
School students), will find that they will have difficulty 
putting the book down, once they shall have started 
it. 

part his current interest possible American 
influences prehistoric Polynesia, Heyerdahl was natu- 


them (and how)? Unique, their construction and 
erection and meaning has remained mystery for hun- 
dreds years, ever since the first Europeans visited the 
island 1722. 

Heyerdahl’s expedition involved European, American 
and Chilean archaeologists, converted trawler, the 
patronage the then Crown Price Norway, the 
people Easter Island, and Father Sebastian. 
dentally, consolation Catholic that Fr. Sebas- 
tian shows well the narrative. 


They found the quarries for the huge statues, with 
some unfinished specimens place. Following in- 
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structions handed down from his ancestors, the Mayor 
directed the setting one the statues, using 
simple but effective means. Very humanly, when asked 
why had not done this for previously visiting scien- 
tists, the Mayor responds: ever asked me.” 


The fact that the people had caves skillfully alluded 
to, the very beginning. Accounts early European 
visitors mentioned, for example, the fact that women 
children were visible. the bye: the typical ex- 
perience the natives with visiting Europeans—killers 
and slavers—would explain the attitude many 
peoples toward the Western tradition. 
But, until won over number the people 
demonstrating that had powerful Aku-Aku 
(guardian spirit), one had ever seen these caves, 
found out what was them. amazing collection 
carved stone objects was those caves, ancestral 
nature. They shed great light the cultural history 
the Island. But perhaps the reader may find even 
more interesting the physical and psychological adven- 
tures involved penetrating into these caves, some 
with mouths opening out sheer sea-cliffs, all sur- 
rounded tabus and necessary ceremonies. Fine read- 
ing, this. 
The cultural anthropologist charmed the response 
the Easter Islanders spoken and unspoken ques- 
tions concerning their religious attitudes. They per- 
form the religious ceremonies attendant entering the 
ancestral caves and placate the various Aku-Akus, and 
the other hand they attend Mass Sundays and 
say grace meals, and otherwise act like good Cath- 
olics. Their statement: “otra cosa are 
two different realms life—is very human, and affords 
good insight into the situation the continuance 
pagan rites Catholic society. 
The last few chapters are somewhat anticlimactic (in 
terms adventure story), but are still interesting 
and well-written. 
Scientifically, the book offers proof varying degrees 
satisfaction for the cultural influence South Amer- 
ica the eastern part the Polynesian triangle. 
impressed the fact that the reeds (from which 
the natives make boats) are the same species the 
reeds found South America, also used for boats. 
impressed the Carbon-14 datings. But details 
the massive stone sculpture the other Islands are 
not given. any case, shall await the statements 
colleagues, who are experts this part the world, 
because archaeology worldwide, and one can 
equally expert all areas. 
any case—a most readable book, enhanced (of all 
things!!) color photo graph reproductions. 

Franklin Ewing, S.J., 

Associate Professor Anthropology, 


Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


The Secret Luca 
$3.50. 


Silone, Ignazio 


Harper. Aug. 20,1958. 183p. 


Something special for the discriminating reader this 
excellent translation (by Darino Silone) Ignazio 
Silone’s newest story life small Italian town 
perched mountain. 


Cisterna dei Marsi, 3,088 


Heyerdahl Silone Green 
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feet above sea-level was once flourishing little town 
before the principal industrialist sold out and closed 
down his factory and emigrated South America, 
Never fortunate was the neighboring village 
cara, three four miles the other side the 
Luca Sabatini, old man now, returns Cisterna 
after forty years prison, convicted murder which 
did not commit, but from which accusation re- 
fused defend himself. almost the same day 
Andrea Cipriani, something young hero from his 
work with the communists the resistance and now 
important politico for all his being less than forty 
years old, returning his native village. Luca has 
been pardoned from the penitentiary because the crime 
was confessed the real culprit his deathbed. But 
the townspeople Cisterna are strangely antipathetic 
Luca’s return. Andrea, son Luca’s closest friend, 
intrigued the ancient mystery. Even against the 
advice the kindly old priest, Don Serafino, who 
confidant, point, both men, Andrea under- 
takes unravel the mystery surrounding Luca’s obsti- 
nate refusal defend himself, accept alibi that 
would have saved him. What the mystery hides 
for the book itself reveal. But here compassion- 
ate and extraordinarily gripping story about people, 
men and women, who have all the dimensions 
reality. Those who have read this author’s previous 
novels, Fontamarra and Bread and Wine will need 
recommendation for this book. Those who have not 
previously known Silone’s work will find this better 
introduction him, for mellower and more 
temperate here. any season, this would superior 
piece fiction. 


Green, Peter The Sword Pleasure 
World. Aug. 27,1958. 315p. $3.95. (IIb) 


only chance, doubt, and not indication 
any great surge interest ancient Rome that two 
historical novels about Roman statesmen have appeared 
within month. The chance happy one—both 
books are good and they complement each other. Some 
violence has been done historical sequence that 
Alfred Duggan’s Three’s Company, based the life 
Marcus Aemilius Lepidus, came out—in this coun- 
try, any rate—before Peter Green’s The Sword 
Pleasure, novel about the dictator Sulla. Not much 
harm done, however, reading the books 
the order publication. Some the questions raised 
study the life Lepidus can answered 
going back forty fifty years and watching the growth 
anarchy Rome and Sulla’s establishment the 
principle power through personal magnetism. 
Lepidus’ time the menacing use Roman army 
political weapon was generally accepted unavoid- 
able, but was Sulla who first used the Roman army 
seize republican Rome. 

Mr. Green chose good but difficult subject for his 
book. Sulla was strong, colorful, great leader, 
political innovator, bon vivant. The question posed 
such subject not how make him interesting 
but how get any major portion his varied life into 
volume. Naturally, some things could only 
hinted at. Three Sulla’s wives are given sufficient 
characterization make them real persons the book 
but the domestic life the dictator wisely given 
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comparatively little attenion. There never any doubt 
about Sulla’s hedonism, and yet the coarse details 
his lower life are suggested rather than developed— 
Mr. Green has shown remarkable integrity scorning 
the patent opportunity for depicting lively scenes 
debauchery. Sulla the leader who emerges from 
this novel: the statesman, the complex and unknown 
person, the military strategist who knew how read 
political signs, the opportunist who could benign 
cruel expedience demanded. 
Some Mr. Green’s notable succes re-creating the 
personality Sulla must attributed wise choice 
form. writes fictional autobiography, recon- 
structing the lost memoirs Sulla not they might 
actually have been but they would have been had 
Sulla written them for our age. air complete 
reality pervades the book; sickness and the need for 
haste are used explain erratic selectivity detail, 
but the highlights are properly bright and the reasoning 
behind historic acts carefully sketched. And since 
Sulla was the center things not just his life 
that presented but the Roman republic—and, in- 
evitably, the city itself, turbulent, torn, ruling the 
world but unable rule itself, dreadful place 
which live. 
Actually Mr. Green has carefully followed Plutarch— 
and why not, since Plutarch seems have followed 
Sulla’s own account? point prime importance 
for the central character, however, Mr. Green differs 
from his source. Plutarch says Sulla was handsome 
spite mottled complexion. Mr. Green depicts 
the marks the dictator’s face ineradicable birth- 
marks and bases much Sulla’s aggressiveness 
double grievance: the marks his face and the 
slovenly poverty his noble family. From sense 
grievance came driving ambition—fostered super- 
stitious belief his predestination—and strong dis- 
like his social superiors. This explanation Sulla’s 
character may bit too facile, but need not hinder 
enjoyment the novel. 
Occasionally Mr. Green injects our terminology into 
ancient Rome and thus indulges insidious sort 
reading backwards. term such “burgher” has 
definite connotations built our economic history; 
unwise insert all its richness into Roman 
political thought. general, however, Mr. Green has 
painted picture which true Rome and attractive 
our age. has described the Italian countryside 
with admirable sense color and atmosphere; 
has selected wisely and described with lean strength 
details Sulla’s life and his campaigns. The idiom 
clearly Peter Green’s own masterful one but there 
still the effect dying man’s putting together his 
memoirs. This solid, skillfully composed book. 
William Holl, 


Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Barclay, Daphne Amedeo 


Dutton. Aug. 29,1958. 253p. $3.50. (1) 

Amedeo simple and appealing story; those who 
deal only realistic actualities might call senti- 
mental. Perhaps sentimental, but that does not 
necessity condemn it. True sentiment part 
life, and the sentiment here true. 


Barclay White 191 


Amedeo the story boy’s quest for his mother, 
who had left him infant orphanage out- 
side Rome. His search takes him from Rome across 
the hills Florence. learns and grows during 
his pilgrimage; and meets some fascinating people. 
Like all real boys even manages come with 
dog. Some the sunny beauty Italy has found its 
way into this story; much the delightful hospitality 
the Italian poor has been woven into the theme. 
Above all, there courage, there love, there is, too, 
faith God. 

you want pleasant story, Amedeo that. you 
are weary naturalistic realism, psychoanalyses 
odd-ball characters, you will find Amedeo refreshing 
story, pure and simple; about people who are people, 
pure and simple. doubt the story will shake you, but 
will entertain you and may even bring tear two 
your eyes. wonder does God particularly watch 
over those who are born out wedlock? Well, 
delightful able say that anyone, old and young, 


can read this sunay story and enjoy it. fact, 
recommend it. 
John Lenny, 
Baltimore, Maryland 
White, The Once and Future King 
Putnam. Aug. 25,1958. 677p. $4.95. (Ila) 


The Arthurian legend, drawn largely from Malory’s 
Morte d’Arthur, has always been major epic material 
for British literature and, because its universality 
for humanity, has attracted the attention people 
all ages. previously published novels, such The 
Sword the Stone, The Ill-Made Knight and The 
Witch the Wood, White has presented many 
what considered its implications admirable 
form. the present book has reworked the earlier 
books extensively and has added much new material 
present coherent interpretation the entire Ar- 
thurian cycle, interpretation which combines read- 
ability, scholarliness and much accuracy can 
expected from legend—all one book. 

His present tetralogy divided into four books called 
respectively, The Sword the Stone, The Queen 
Air and Darkness, The Ill-Made Knight and The 
Candle the Wind. Into these has woven, (by 
scrambling his eras and events, pretending that fact 
was legend and legend fact), what calls “The Whole 
Matter Britain” exemplified the saga Arthur 
from earliest education, through initiatory triumphs 
King, the incest with Morgause whose product was 
Mordred, the Round Table, the search for the Holy 
Grail, and the eventual, inevitable tragedy which casts 
utter pall over all the glory that was Arthur, light- 
ened only the implied promise the return from 
Avalon fairer, untroubled Gramarye. 

The first book deals mainly with Arthur’s education 
when, the free and unworried Wart, lived Sir 
Castle the Forest Sauvage and with Merlin, 
living backward time, his tutor. There, in- 
sect, fish, reptile, fowl and mammal, learned some 
basic elements human wisdom and how live with 
those around him. This period culminated 
coronation following the well-known incident Ex- 
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calibur and the stone. The second book details Arthur’s 
relations with the Gael (Scots), with Morgause and 
her sons, Agriwaine, Gareth, Gaheris and Gawaine and 
with the birth Mordred. The third the story 
Lancelot and Guenever, the story man who be- 
trayed his best friend and his highest ideals for 
woman’s love, repented his sin the search for the 
Sangreal and then returned it, least part. The 
fourth book carries the story Lancelot’s exposure, 
his rescue Guenever from execution during which 
unwittingly killed Gaheris and Gareth, the collapse 
the Round Table, the war Lancelot France 
which gave Mordred the opportunity seize power 
and the doomed return Arthur England just be- 
fore the final battle. 

Through all the author utilizes every opportunity 
have Arthur, stimulated Merlin’s training, consider 
many the basic problems relating man’s innate 
drive toward the good. Among other things con- 
siders the ways channeling the force might into 
fighting for right, the channeling man’s aspirations 
toward the spiritual, the elimination war and racism. 
all these things Arthur takes positive action, action 
which successful degree but which finally fails 
due the evil sin. Mr. White pokes fun human 
foibles and vagaries all sorts and turns many clever 
remark with serious intent. general his interpreta- 
tion the Arthurian legend acceptable, especially 
that there surrender despair and there 
the vague hope future betterment through continued 
human endeavor; particulars, falls short his 
appreciation the role religion and the Church 
and his rather smug characterization Sir Galahad. 
the whole, the book may recommended adult 
readers entertaining and yet valuable. 


Leonard Wolf, Ph.D. 


Davies, Robertson Mixture Frailties 
Scribner. Aug. 25,1958. 379p. $3.95. (IIb) 

This the story the development singer made 
possible the dead hand malicious old lady exact- 
ing her vengeance for the undesired marriage her 
son. told contemporary Canada and London 
but with little reference the contemporary scene 
any field. Intended novel comedy, witty, shrewd 
but not cruel, recounts story human frailty but 
lets little conclusion drawn from its account. 


earlier book when young university instructor 
Solomon Bridgetower had married Veronica Vambrace 
the face familial objections, his dominating mother 
had finally relented and invited them spend her de- 
clining years the Bridgetower home but after her 
death her will revealed her true feelings that the 
family money was left trust, with income 
Solly until and Veronica had produced grandson 
whom the money would revert. Meantime the 
money was used develop hidden talent any 
Salterton native. making Solly trustee, together 
with the Episcopal Dean and her former crony, the 
spinster Puss Pottinger, Mrs. Bridgetower condemned 
them live without adequate resources monstrous 
mansion dominated her personality last and 
almost successful attempt dominate their lives. 
Eventually, course, they did produce son and gain 


Davies Jordan 
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the inheritance. All this, sense, continuation 
the former book, Leaven Malice. The real 
story this book concerns the development Monica 
Gall, whose formation singer was made possible 
the income from the Bridgetower Trust. 


uneducated secretary the local Glue Works, with 
only nebulous musical aspirations and her highest musi- 
cal talent expressed soprano the Heart and 
Hope Gospel Quartet, Monica was persuaded apply 
for the Bridgetower Trust funds Humphrey Cobbler, 
wryly clever and wordy organist the Episcopal 
dral, and was accepted only because Miss Pottinger 
could find moral blemish her. Sent 
friend, the internationally famous conductor, Sir Bene- 
dict Domdaniel, Monica found London whole new 
world music and culture whose existence she had 
never suspected. But she did have talent and she did 
want singer and, dint unremitting effort, 
she developed under the tutelage her coaches, Mur- 
tagh Molloy, lecherous voice exerciser, and the bril- 
liantly eccentric young composer, Giles Revelstoke who, 
save for musical talent, was completely abnormal and 
twisted personality. person, however, Monica 
fell into obvious trap and permitted her love for 
Giles persuade her into becoming his mistress, ac- 
cepting his abuse, financing his opera and even blaming 
herself for his suicide. She did, however, attain her 
musical success and certain measure balance 
marrying the older Sir Benedict and devoting herself 
making Giles’s music live. 

Much the charm and wit and humor and comedy 
and value the earlier book are missing here; only 
occasional flashes survive. There but little excuse 
for Monica’s affair with Giles which reeks more 
sexual superficiality than deep passion; there much 
ribaldry the book and completely amoral approach 
sex. What humor remains rather cynically 
twisted and these incidents the characters come 
nearer mouthing their parts than living them. 
times during the development Monica’s musical 
career the pace the plot pedestrian Monica 
hauled along rather than moving naturally. spite 
its flashes competency, questionable whether 
this book worth recommending adult readers whom 
would seemingly neither harm nor benefit. 


Leonard Wolf, Ph.D., 


University Scranton 


Jordan, Mildred Echo the Flute 
Doubleday. Aug. 28,1958. 479p. $4.50. (IIb) 


This novel saga two generations the Griine- 
wald family. The story begins Philadelphia 
September 25, 1777, just prior the British occupation 
the city. Juditha Hammacher, indentured serv- 
ant the Griinewald household, becomes pregnant. 
The father the family believes that his youngest son 
Joshua responsible and forces Joshua and Juditha 
marry. Actually, Joshua’s old brother Klaus the 
father Juditha’s child. Joshua quite willing 
marry Juditha since very much love with her 
even though she has rebuffed his passion. Both Joshua 
and Klaus fight against the British, and even ancient 
Grosspapa Griinewald joins one battle German- 
town. Grosspapa’s part the struggle, however, 
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presented far-fetched way. After the war Joshua 
prospers goldsmith, although and Juditha are 
not attuned mentally. Eventually Joshua falls love 
with Kathleen Jamiesen and—except one occasion— 
carries Platonic relationship with her. She nurses 
him through destructive fever which ravages Phila- 
delphia the 1790’s. Three Joshua’s children die 
during the plague. Although has lost respect for 
his wife and has deplored her many weaknesses, 
returns her. His wife refuses believe that has 
given Kathy, and she magnifies the issue. pun- 
ish Joshua, Juditha attempts seduce architect, 
but—with bathos rampant—she killed when she ac- 
cidentally falls down the stairs her home. 

The strong point this novel the author’s well- 
detailed description the customs, language, particu- 
lar habits, and distinctiveness German family 
Colonial America. There also good description 
the effect fever epidemic eighteenth century 
Philadelphia. Apart from these aspects, however, very 
can said praise this novel. Because the 
plot too obviously contrived, the effect radio 
“soap opera” given. are told too much about 
the charcters too late; for example, for the first one- 
third the book are given the very strong impres- 
sion that Juditha hates Joshua; then suddenly the au- 
thor tells that her heroine has really loved him all 
along. This constant tendency the author have 
the characters act out scene and then tell sud- 
denly something contrary what have been led 
think contrary what even the characters show 
themselves considerably annoying. The char- 
acters are also too superfically presented. The reader 
gets the feeling that the characters are not real people, 
result one simply loses interest them. They 
become mechanical pawns dull chess match 
which the author plays both sides and moves the pieces 
any way anywhere contrary the rules nar- 
native logic. 

conceivable that very undemanding reader might 
obtain “soap opera” interest from this story; however, 
the chances are that most people would find this book 
frequently fatuous and rather tedious. 


Paul Doyle, 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Forester, 
Admiral Hornblower the West Indies 
Little, Brown. 329p. $4.00. (IIb) 


Admiral commanding his Brittanic Majesty’s West 
Indian Station the post-Napoleonic period, Horatio 
Hronblower returns admiring public what is, 
esentially, series short adventures linked together 
only the fact that they are story possibilities that 
era and those waters. For instance deals with the 
Count Cambronne who succeeds outwitting him 
and bringing together one ship the remnants the 
Imperial Guard from abortive colonizing venture 
Mexico and the necessary arms equip them for 
dash St. Helena and the rescure Napoleon. Horn- 
blower completely outfoxed and the interests 
world peace feels that has other recourse than 
stop Cambronne with the lie Napoleon’s death, 
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even though means his own dishonor. Miraculously, 
the lie becomes the truth and his delinquency remains 
hidden. His other adventures include the capture 
slave ship after outwitting the Spaniards and the inci- 
dent which Mr. Charles Ramsbottom uses the former 
British brig war Bride Abydos smuggle cannon 
Bolivar before the Battle Carabobo. Again Horn- 
blower saves almost hopeless situation without. dif- 
ficulty for His Majesty’s Government and without the 
loss his own prestige. The final incident involves 
bandsman who mutinied for aesthetic reasons, could 
not saved from death under naval regulations but 
who was spirited away Lady Barbara Hornblower 
and the Hornblowers return England during which 
they narrowly escaped death the wreck their ship 
hurricane. Also involved Hornblower’s dis- 
covery Lady Barbara’s duplicity and the final eradi- 
cation the last spark jealousy from his nature 
finally convinces himself that Barbara has never 
loved anyone but him. 

With backdrop global conflict there little scope 
for the well known Hornblower strategy; only the tac- 
tics remain and, usual, there are well handled. The 
original Hornblower still there all his self-ques- 
tioning and self-doubting, all his driving energy and 
devotion duty. usual, the stories are more than 
readable and only pity that they should mar- 
red some few moral flaws, use evil means 
for good ends, which makes them more suitable for 


adults than for adolescents. 
Leonard Wolf, Ph.D. 


Habe, Hans The Agent 
Fell. Aug. 16,1958. 406p. $4.50. (IV) 


George Droste comes from very prosaic background, 
“an ancient dynasty waiters,” calls it. But 
1947 suddenly thrust into the cloak and dagger 
world underground activities. former school- 
mate, whom visiting, asks him bring some 
business papers friend Vienna. But what 
Droste thinks are innocent documents contain import- 
ant military information for the Soviets. caught 
with the incriminating evidence American soldiers, 
and escape imprisonment reluctantly agrees 
enter the United States secret service. 

During the next eight years Droste learns how informa- 
tion and refugees get through the Iron Curtain, takes 
graduate course espionage Washington, C., 
comes across the leader Nazi group there, sent 
Korea prevent war 1950, breaks spy-ring 
North Africa, and lays trap for scientist Eng- 
land who passing along atomic secrets Russia. 
But was not all work and play, and his various as- 
signments were usually accompanied some amorous 
experiences. 

the course his adventures Droste adopts or- 
phan, Johnny Grant, whose father, fellow-spy, was 
killed Korea. makes the young boy the heir 
his not inconsiderable fortune, and begins the writing 
his memoirs for Johnn’s special benefit. inter- 
rupted three different occasions sinister figures 
the United States, Russian and German secret services, 
why try vain get possession this manuscript. 
But just when has brought the story date 
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Droste brutally murdered person persons 
unknown. How these three groups fit into his life? 
Why were they eager prevent his memoirs from be- 
ing published? 
Droste the secret services all countries—(even 
the Vatican, says, has its agents)—are the devil 
himself. Once their clutches you cannot escape. 
They have ethical standards, and disobey them 
means defamation character, imprisonment and 
death. Wang, for example, refused murder the 
Chinese Generalissmo Formosa for the United States 
secret service, and was put lunatic asylum. More- 
over the secret service out date our atomic age. 
What information gets could learned just easily 
educated reader foreign newspapers. Finally 
some the rival agents have sort fraternity, and 
exchange “secrets” for which their respective govern- 
ments pay large sums money. Hence Droste had 
scruple working for the Russian, German and Ameri- 
can secret services. one deal with the three groups 
amasses the tidy sum $100,000. His exposé 
what the secret services really are and how the agents 
operate political dynamite, and hence its tragic 
sequel. 
How much truth there Hans Habe’s description 
the Secret Services? Where can you draw the line 
between fact and fiction? difficult answer these 
questions, since secrecy the essence military intel- 
ligence. But from what know what Com- 
munism and the United States are and stand for, 
certainly find hard swallow that there differ- 
ence between the ethics and methods their secret 
services. And surely speak the Vatican having 
such spy system sounds like propaganda from Mos- 
cow. There are very exciting episodes this book, yet 
cannot recommend because its pagan ideas 
marriage, and the uninhibited account Droste’s love- 
making with almost all the women met. 

Stephen McKenna, 

Santa Maria University, 

Ponce, Puerto Rico 


Motley, Willard Let Man Write Epitaph 
Random House. Aug. 26,1958. 467p. $4.95. (III) 


Willard Motley’s previous novel, Knock Any Door, 
concluded with the violent death Nick Romano 
the State’s electric chair. Nick had illegitimate son 
who was named after him and whose formative years 
the Chicago slums are the raw material this book. 
And raw material is, indeed. Nellie, his mother, 
worked waitress the cheap restaurants along 
West Madison Avenue and supplemented her meager 
income entertaining men patrons the innumerable 
bars along that inelegant street. Whatever might 
said Nellie’s morals, one could reproach her with 
neglect young Nick. She was determined shield 
him from the baleful influences that had shaped the 
career old Nick. That is, until unfortunate 
turn events Nellie became addicted drugs. There- 
after Nick was looked after amiable group 
bums who had deplorable habits but hearts gold. 
Nick, his early teens, having revealed talent for 
art fell love with girl student from the Chicago 
upperworld, and began look though West 
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Madison would have power over him. But then 
despondent over his mother’s pitiful condition, Nick, 
himself, turned drugs. His Uncles, called 
them, somehow scraped the money send Nick 
government hospital, and the story ends, Nick 
ing won the fight faces the future with confidence. 
Like many novels about Chicago, (e.g., Studs Loni 
gan), this one the naturalistic tradition but with 
here and there glimmers hope that all not lost and 
that goodness may appear the most unlikely places, 
There are few characters the book who make 
profession evil but they are sharply contrasted with 
the miserable victims drink and drugs with the usual 
accompaniment sex depravity and crimes violence, 
This is, fact, book about the illicit traffic 
Nearly everyone dope. And the major crises 
the story develop when the main characters, first Nellie, 
then Nick, get “hooked.” The author displays in- 
timate knowledge the whole diabolic business and 
his descriptions the effect heroin the users 
must regarded triumph the novelist’s art. 
How the drug procured, prepared, administered; the 
strange jargon the addicts; the desperate plight 
those who are deprived the drug and the willingness 
share the part those who have it—all these 
matters are treated expertly and with attitude 
sympathy for those thus victimized. Readers for whom 
information the subject drug addiction would not 
superflous could gain something from this book but 
for the most would not rewarding experience. 


James McDonough, 

St. John College, 

Cleveland, Ohio 

Colin City Spades 
Macmillan. Aug. 26,1958. 255p. $3.75. (IIb) 
British interviewers used attack American visitors 
with several standard statements within minutes after 
the opening amenities. “You Americans (or Yanks) 
such crass was one; another was “You 
surely ought something about your color prob- 
lem, you know.” And the eager interviewer was ever 
miffed when the besieged Yank countered with the 
observation, politely put question form, that was 
possible also that Britishers might have something 
color problem their own, suggesting that, for in- 
stance, Indian students were usually segregated and 
treated rather inferior types. Since 1945, however, 
there has been great influx colored citizens the 
“empire,” from the West Indies and from Africa, paral- 
leling the tide Puerto Ricans flowing into New York 
and other East Coast cities the United States. The 
British Negroes, however, speak English, with some 
strange accents time. Yet they are not being assimi- 
lated, their status is, many instances, worse than that 
American Negroes moving from South North 
America. The impact this influx into London 
the theme City Spades, novel that sympathetic 
and satiric the same time—sympathetic the plight 
the “Spades” and satiric the “Jumbles,” (spelled 
Johnny Macdonald Fortune, eighteen-year-old younger 
son moderately affluent chief police Lagos 
(Africa) comes London with two hundred pounds 


SEPTEME 


his 
for 
young 

assista 
The two 
for each 
life 
ing” nan 
strange 
him his 
Johnny 
ing 

acters, 
seamier 
very hig 
fresh ter 
tones. 
and writ 


White, 
Harper. 

sub-ti 
India 
cident 
family. 

family 
The 
member 
ing 
younges 
ciated 
ous inci 
the 
records 
well 
reac 
pity 
felt tha 
Mr. Fisl 
real goa 
would 
life 
that 


less 


One fir 
etc.) 
readers 


Hindi, 


Van 
McKay. 
The gr: 
over 
Riper 
work 
lies bet 


then 
Nick, 


and 
vith 
sual 
nce. 

in- 
and 
art. 
the 

not 
but 


1958 


his pocket study meteorology, prepare himself 
for job back home the Lagos airport. meets 
young Montgomery Pew, twenty-six, newly established 
assistant welfare officer the Colonial Department. 
The two young men find mutual liking and respect 
for each other, Pew begins take interest the 
life the (“cheeky, course, but not offend- 
ing” name for the black-skinned), and led into some 
strange and merry adventures, which eventually cost 
him his job, and leave the generous and open-handed 
Johnny Fortune not only penniless but suspect pimp- 
ing and danger jail. All sorts colorful char- 
acters, including samples the mauve and puce, turn 
the picaresque adventures through some the 
seamier sections London; and the moral tone not 
very high. But adult readers will likely enjoy this 
fresh terrain and find good deal serious under- 
tones. The author has fine ear for varieties speech 
and writes with gusto that hard resist. 


White, Robin House Many Rooms 
Harper. Aug. 214p. $3.50. 

for this book could read “Life with Father— 
India.” chapter vignette depicting in- 
cident the life each member missionary 
family. The scene India and the missionary 
family from Connecticut. 

The author his best his description family 
members playing the role marriage brokers obtain- 
ing wife for one the servants. The story the 
youngest son and the ghost the stairs will appre- 
ciated anyone who has lived India. The humor- 
ous incidents, however, are quickly followed tragedy 
the lives two the boys. And the final chapter 
records the journey the mother she pays fare- 
well visit the house where these incidents took place. 


reaction, reaching the end this book, was one 
pity for each member the family. However, 
felt that there was something missing the Reverend 
Mr. Fisher, when failed teaching his children the 
real goals life and what really constitutes happiness. 
sure that many Christian missionary India 
would have had the answer these fundamental ques- 
tions. one does not have definite concept goals 
life and one does not know the kind happiness 
that seeking, should not clergyman, much 
less missionary. 
One final remark. number Hindi words dot the 
text. true that many these (dhobi, punkah, 
etc.) are household words India. But many 
readers may not have even passing acquaintance with 
Hindi, glossary recommended. 

James Harley, 

University Scranton 


Van Riper, Robert Really Sincere Guy 
McKay. Aug. 25,1958. 370p. $4.00. (IIb) 

The gray ghost man with flannel suit will hover 
over this first novel. Like Sloan Wilson, Robert Van 
Riper has given the young executive cutting his way 
through the jungle scheming business. The present 
work concerns the field public relations. The struggle 
lies between the awesome “buck,” necessary life’s 
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problems, and cold principle. really sincere guy must 
face this conflict and settle his camp the side 
principle. Otherwise sincere guy he. 

William McCrary protagonist. rising execu- 
tive Bernard Malcolm and Associates. Public Rela- 
tions their specialty. Bill McCrary hardworking, 
bright, honest, and loving wife Linda and children. 
Kevin O’Brien, college friend, now affluent lawyer, 
triggers the problem which constitutes this book. Kevin 
O’Brien introduces new account into the offices 
Bernard Malcolm. one the associates Bill Mc- 
Crary will charge handling public relations for 
Carlisle Bicycles Tyler, Indiana. This added account 
answer prayer for Bill McCrary. means 
prestige, money, future. Now that new car and the 
home the country with better schools for the kids 
seem growing reality. Suddenly upon the peaceful, 
blue waters looms the iceberg principle. Among the 
demands Carlisle Bicycles campaign raise tariffs 
against foreign trade. Bernard Malcolm, whose 
ideals are chameleon-like, this problem, but Bill 
McCrary reputation and conviction favors low tariffs 
and free foreign trade. What do? The tussle be- 
tween conscience and career fills out Mr. Van Riper’s 
story. And just this important juncture, Mrs. Mc- 
Crary fails help. Home life suffers and then, the 
person tall, dark, beautiful Myra Blakeslee, magazine 
reporter, Bill McCrary finds solace and strength—tem- 
porarily—in adultery. The scenes adultery, twice 
told, are detailed beyond reason. But the terrible mis- 
take it, the invariable tragedy sin clearly drawn. 
There good parallel between his adultery and his 
ethics regarding Only return morality 
both scores solution found for life and happiness. 
Robert Van Riper, public relations executive, has 
made his world ours fascinating manner. The 
fervid descriptions adultery and lovemaking make 
this adult fare. these reservations the book can 
recommended for searching glimpse into the minds 
businessmen too infrequently marked their con- 
cern about conscience, ethics, morality. 


Eugene Linehan, 
College, 
Woodstock, Maryland 


Bois, William The Falcon’s Shadow 
Putnam. Aug. 252p. $3.75. 

The Falcon’s Shadow William Bois “real- 
novel the theatre. Centered around the pro- 
duction new play called Fort San Juan, the story 
deals with the interwoven professional and private lives 
the several persons responsible for the birth the 
play: Channing Phelps, producer the play, but hard- 
follower the legendary footsteps his father, 
who built the Falcon Theatre; Pat Malone, “angel” 
the show, whose financial resources allow her buy 
her way into the theatre, but fail buy her fifth 
husband; Roy Girard, director, whose relentless drive 
and dictatorial methods assure the success the show; 
Dick Sargent, stage manager, whose “job” includes 
keeping the love-starved angel “happy”; Sally Blake, 
talented young understudy, who becomes pawn 
the hard game launching the show; Stu Harvey, 
has-been playwright who serves “play-doctor.” And 
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there are two principle “outsiders”: Roger Carroll, col- 
lege history professor and author the play, but 
name only; and Lisa Girard, heiress and non-under- 
standing wife the director. 


Bois has skillfully plotted his work with narrative 
and descriptive line which creates vivid representa- 
tion the tough world living theatre. The char- 
acters are finely etched. You know their strengths— 
and their weaknesses. You admire their professional 
dedication, you wonder the twists conscience 
which turn their private lives into trysts free love. 
You can appreciate the practicality sound business 
and artistic judgment; you question the pragmatism 
justifying the means obtain end. 
But Bois preaches sermons. The mature reader 
can form his own judgments. 

George, Perry, Chairman, 

Department Speech and Drama, 

Marywood College, 

Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Troy, Una Miss Maggie and the Doctor 
Dutton. June 16,1958. 308p. $3.75. 

When comes telling stories, you cannot beat 
pro, and Miss Troy about smooth and deft they 
come. This playwright-housewife from Tipperary 
her own way kind lightweight Charles Dickens: 
there are the odd characters, slightly larger than life, 
the social satire, the children adapting adult 
world, and above all, the glow sentiment. 
thing wrapped neatly-plotted bundle, with 
embarrassing loose ends: the characters are forever 
doing what you want them do. 

This book, like Miss Troy’s first novel, Are Seven, 
designed make one cry little, laugh lot. Once 
again the locale small Irish town, this time Ballybeg, 
seaside village dividing its attention between vaca- 
tioners and fish. Miss Troy tells her years Bally- 
beg history she were Jean Kerr and all the towns- 
folk her bewildering offspring. Much terribly 
contrived, some the humor obvious, but always 
the sheer craft the writer keeps you somewhere be- 
tween the poles interest and delight. 

The plotting also Dickensian: various likeable people 
are allowed get hot water and stew bit, finally 
rescued benevolent spirits lurking behind the 
scenes. The principal good angel Maggie Daly, 
female Mr. Chips who housekeeper long suc- 
cession town doctors. Then there Miss Deegan, 
arty old Stilwellian who leaves copies Sartre lying 
about impress house-guests. 


Chief beneficiary their good works the doctor 
the title, cheery young Bill Drummond, who comes 
Ballybeg and finds much comic adventure, romance, 
and finally, tragedy. 


But the novel belongs host major-minor char- 
acters, especially the children who grow the 
course the book: Johnny, the insufferable delinquent; 
Jenny, who sets her heart early the handsome doc- 
tor; and Priscilla, brainless Dickensian beauty who 
ultimately wades into more perils than the fabled 
Pauline. Readers recalling the youngsters Are 
Seven will not disappointed the new cast: Miss 
Troy has way with children. 


Troy Butler Barker 
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The plot also requires you worry about poor old Mr, 
Delahunt, the decaying aristocracy, who scrapes along 
with thoroughbred the barn and good port the 
cellar, and the machinations Mrs. Campbell-Sheehy, 
calculating and loveable villainess Irish wit 
could devise. 


Miss Troy not for the realists, for those more 
cerned with depth meaning than skilled craftsman. 
ship novel. But she has sparkling love 
humanity and ready ability produce all kinds 
tears the eyes. There beef and potatoes here, 
but plenty salad and pudding. The recipe bit 
more familiar than last time, but still has heady 


taste. 
James Arnold, 
Creighton University, 
Omaha, Nebraska 


Butler, Suzanne Portrait Peter West 
Little, Brown. Aug. 26,1958. $4.00. (IIb) 
Peter West, young and penniless artist, becomes 
volved with the Elliots, wealthy Montreal family. 
Laura Elliot the charming widow ofa noted Canadian 
and quiet, serious Greg studying medicine. Margot, 
however, headstrong and tempestuous (it says here) 
and even dabbles wild and woolly brand Com- 
munism. Margot asks Peter marry her, that 
her money can Paris and study art. 
abandons his ideas independence and agrees, but the 
marriage and arrangement hurt his art. 


They return Montreal with Peter realizing his fate 
only average artist. enlists the Air Force 
and leaves Margot awaiting the birth their child. 
The end the war finds them apart every way. 
Returning Montreal, Peter moves into hotel while 
Margot continues her Red Cross work. 


Peter becomes interested Karen, Greg’s fiancée and 
she breaks her engogement. comes close the 
breakdown had immediately after the war, and 
forces Karen accompany him the Elliots’ summer 
home where has studio. Margot and Greg find 
them there, and after much discussion Life and Art 
and Love, Greg and Karen walk off into the sunset 
while Margot and Peter plan their life together. 
Though there enough plot for several books, never 
comes off. The reader told about all the characteris- 
tics the personnel, but the author’s descriptions never 
fit what they actually do. None the characters ever 
come alive. Divorce suggested good solution, 
and though abandoned, this not moral 
grounds. Four dollars too much pay for Portrait 
Peter West, especially since it’s the kind book 
that will probably serialized one the women’s 
magazines. Maybe were dragged out over several 
months might not seem worthless. 


Mary Moriarty, 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 
Barker, Shirley 


Swear Apollo 
Random House. Aug. 22,1958. 306p. $3.95. (III) 

Eighteenth century Scotland and the Isle Rona 
the Hebrides set the locale for this novel young 
American physician who goes Edinburgh continue 
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his studies. Grief-stricken the sudden and untimely 


death his young wife, Randall Woodbury acquiesces 
his father’s suggestion that further his medical 
knowledge with the celebrated doctors the Univer- 


Edinburgh. Within short time, however, con- 
that these men can offer him virtually nothing 
new, nor add his early training and experience, Ran- 
dall decides return home and resume his practice 
among the townsfolk Hampton Falls, New Hamp- 
shire. 

When Comyn Rhinn, Laird the Isle Rona, learns 
Randall’s plans, offers the young man the position 
physician the island. Aware the opportunity 
him being his own, and anxious ex- 
periment with inoculations against smallpox, Randall 
accepts. Soon the island presents more than medical 
challenge romantic love and sex begin spin their 
web about his life and involve him with three other 
lives. 

Absorbed his work and haunted the memory 
his deceased wife, Randall remains cautiously aloof 
from Margery, the attractive and personable daughter 


his host, the Laird. Yet inwardly disturbed 
dian her apparent close relationship with Kenneth Crary, 
rgot, island’s hard-drinking and fiery schoolmaster, who 


jealously takes for granted that Margery his be- 
She, turn, finding herself gradually at- 
tracted the American visitor, annoyed his de- 
votion memory. Unfortunately for Randall, the 
eternal triangle further complicated the presence 
Ellen, shepherd girl, whose mother, Andra, fore- 
sees future events and had had vision Randall be- 
fore his arrival. love with Kenneth, who has known 
her body more than one clandestine occasion, Ellen 
determined use Randall for her own selfish pur- 
poses and keep him away from Margery. Kenneth, 
the other hand, also has plans his own, hoping 
marry Margery for her fortune while maintaining the 
promiscuous Ellen for his animalistic pleasures. 

When Ellen feigns have visions the manner 
her mother, Randall obtains the girl’s permission 
observe her for medical purposes. the first oppor- 
tune evening, Ellen, under pretext experiencing 
spell, succeeds having Randall seduce her. Later 
when and Margery announce their engagement, the 
unscrupulous Ellen publicly reveals that the child she 
bearing has been fathered the doctor. Thanks 
another vision Andra, the girl retracts her accusa- 
tions and admits that Kenneth responsible for her 
condition. Randall, disgusted with himself for having 
violated his medical oath, and convinced that Margery 
would not have him, sets out for home. one 
those real old-fashioned tear-jerking scenes, 
stands the rail the tender taking him the ocean- 
liner, suddenly realizes that the woman peasant 
garb standing next him Margery, ready accom- 
pany him back America. 

describing the complex entanglement the lives 
the four young people Miss Barker manages maintain 
element suspense until the more less not 
wholly unexpected denouement. This abetted her 
fine development, through Randall and Andra the 
Protagonists, the conflict between medicine and 
magic, which she does not leave unreconciled. Then, 
too, the novel captures superb fashion the atmos- 
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phere and tempo life the island against the many 
vagaries its weather. And all these features 
added the remote background impending conflict 
between the colonies and the mother country. The 
eventual outbreak open hostilities contributory 
prompting Randall return home. the final analy- 
sis, Swear Apollo not for the immature squeam- 
ish. Frankly realistic its handling several medical 
scenes, casually accepting the sexual aberration its 
characters, and occasionally deceptive and confusing 
religious matters, Swear Apollo weighty fare not 
dallied with indiscriminately. 

Francis Ullrich, Ph.D., 

Manhattan College, 

New York, New York 


White, Leslie Profane Junction 
Morrow. Aug. 20,1958. 404p. $4.95. (IV) 

the 1870’s, when the railroad-building fever was 
steadily mounting, swashbuckling Jubal 
ated the realization his dream build shortline 
railroad through seemingly insuperable pass the 
Sierra mountains California. Equipped with only 
small financial stake but with building experience, 
imagination, drive, the ability inspire loyalty and 
not very stringent moral code, proceeded black- 
mail lease from existing small company, drove 
through legal loopholes and laid short length 
track beat deadline. But the more powerful Sena- 
tor Kane had the same plans and threw one stumbling 
block after another Jubal’s path, stumbling blocks 
that were cleared only luck, imaginative skulldug- 
gery, the loyalty friends and sheer bull drive. 


After his initial success had given him the legal right 
build through the pass Jubal incorporated com- 
pany, raised money from local financiers and from 
friends, including his paramour the moment, Mindy 
Ralston, owner Sacramento gambling den. When 
Senator Kane planted Dulce Laurier, posing 
writer, Jubal fell for the trick and married her, only 
discover later that she was Mindy’s daughter. Mindy 
sold her notes Kane who was about foreclose until 
Jubal sold his interest Wall Street entrepreneur. 
After innumerable difficulties the road neared comple- 
tion. Dulce deserted Jubal when she learned that 
was poor. one last tremendous burst the railroad 
was driven through, Dulce obtained divorce and 
not-too-poor Jubal left with Bonnie Robertson build 
more railroads Alaska. 
adventure-romance built around the theme 
railroad-building, this swift-paced, action-packed 
tale, skillfully interwoven with what seems au- 
thentic railroad lore. Its characterization, however, 
poor, depending mainly sensationalism. What makes 
completely objectionable the almost constant sexual 
immorality which pervades the entire story and renders 
the book unfit for recommendation any class 
reader. 

Shipley, Margaret Cobb The Sound the Sun 
Doubleday. Aug. 21,1958. 286p. $3.95. (IIb) 
This first novel mixed-up affair. aims give 
you your money’s worth; but tries too hard. 
The main theme tangled love story. American 
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correspondent, married with two children, Greece 
covering U.N. Relief Mission. falls love with 
Greek girl and begins live with her. Later, when 
his wife and children arrive contrary his wishes, 
refuses give Miriam. The solution offered 
Mrs. Shipley this problem far from convincing. 
if, however, this were not enough for one book, 
there determined attempt show life Greece 
today, plus throwbacks the German occupation, plus 
scenic views this and that locale. Most these 
could omitted without affecting the continuity 
the central story. But, addition all this, are 
told great deal about life U.N. Relief Mission, its 
difficulties and frustrations, its occasional joys. Then, 
complete the picture have one two more 
rather detailed love affairs thrown for good measure, 
none them too happy. 


The net result, because the awkwardness handling 
the various threads simply mixed-up book. 


Mrs. Shipley was U.N. mission Greece 1946; 
she active partner printing business Boul- 
der, Colorado, wife, mother and housekeeper, and 
her spare time writes poetry and now working 
second novel. her second novel will 
better than this first venture. Her characterization and 
motivations would improve her people showed some 
semblance having moral principles. When people 
are purposed only conventions there little real 
conflict and little interest the reader. pity 
much worked turned out dull. 


James Ball, 
Buffalo, New York 


Corbett, Elizabeth The President’s Wife 
Lippincott. Aug. 247p. $3.95. (Ila) 


The President’s Wife the title the wife pro- 
fessor who destined become president small 
college 1908. The lady question had 
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been the wife the professor, but the time be. 
comes president, she has been fed-up with provincia] 
college towns and “faculty wives’ talk,” has fallen 
love with city life and city man. The result 
separation and, sort triumphant climax the 
book, divorce. 


Thus goes the outline this story which competently 
told Elizabeth Corbett, old hand this sort 
thing, (remember Our Mrs. Meigs?), and that brief 
outline bears some resemblance “soap plot. 
ting, that cannot denied. This primarily 
woman’s novel: daughter elopes; Rita, the 
wife, discovers talent for the stage; she falls love 
with boyhood chum her husband; family 
down” reveals skeleton the closet, divorce. For 
ending, which should happy, turns out that 
the president happy divorced because 1908 
divorced president had resign his position; thus 
exactly what wanted all along. 


Though the setting 1907-1908 small 
town and New York City, this novel does not satisfy 
historical fiction. The mood the period 
where apparent; there are inconsistencies chronology 
and customs. But the obvious intent the author 
appeal that segment the female reading public 
who will presumably enthralled read how 
ited wife cast off husband and entered gayer life, 
even back 1908 when that was, presumably, far more 


difficult do. Hilda Meyer, 
Seton Hall University, 
South Orange, New Jersey 


Thompson, China Starrbelow 
Scribner. Aug. 29,1958. 252p. $3.75. (Ila) 

This preposterous account chance and mischance 
eighteenth-century England, (and its setting has 
significance; could have been anywhere, anytime, 
indeed could have been all), might have been used 
Gilbert and Sullivan for one their magnificent 
operatic mix-ups, but for the fact that the people are 
abysmally dull: incredibly beautiful heroine and in- 
credibly handsome hero, ringed around other folk 
beauty transparent villainy with few watered- 
down Falstaff types thrown in. The author really, 
according the publishers, well-known mystery 
tion writer under her real name; many the elements 
her skill mystery writer are present this book, 
and she wise, she will continue what she 
knows best and let China Thompson die merciful 


death. Anita Monsees, 


Ithaca, New York 


Andrews, Wayne (Editor) 
The Best Short Stories Edith Wharton 
Scribner. Aug. 12,1958. 292p. $4.50. 


Here are Mrs. Wharton’s ten best short stories, prefaced 
long and well written discussion Mr. Andrews, 
who working biography her present. The 
over-all theme these stories two-pronged—the 
tion the individual society and, more important, 
the relation person person. 
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delineating these relations Mrs. Wharton her 

incial reminiscent William James her involved 
mental processes, and George Eliot her moral 


The society she knew, the old New York 
Mrs. Wharton rejected bitterly, picturing 
her portrayal persons, Mrs. Wharton found her 
heroes, very scarce amid the unadmirable throng, among 
those who rebelled against the conventions society. 


bri 

Yet her attitude complex here. She seems ridicule 
conventions and yet the same time find them 
The crass amorality certain moderns 


would disgust her; yet her own work points that 
direction. She “realist” who finds base motives 
and sad consequences everywhere. One type she ad- 


mires—the sincere lovers who have had defy society 
each other. Her own life partly reflected 
situation, for she found happiness her own 


marriage and was love with third person, but kept 
iton Platonic When her own husband was 
confined mental institution, she secured divorce 
but never remarried. 


Her own life was unhappy her stories. rebel 


logy society, she became, like Gorge Eliot, severe 
moral critic others. Yet her own standards are not 


well reasoned. absolute fact they are her own feel- 
ings, and although these are very delicate and give rise 
some rare descriptive passages, one cannot therefore 
credit her with eye for truth. She sat prim judg- 
ment all types, and portrayed nearly all with acidu- 
lous scorn. There something lacking such mind 
—probably maturity—and remains like alodescent 


who has begun see that grown-ups are not idols. 
Yet there doubt her descriptive talent, and 

low Whether her bitter picture the wealthy society she 

knew true not can judged one who knew 
well herself. least her stories leave room 

envying the rich. 

St. Anselm’s Priory, 

Washington, D.C. 

are 

in- 

olk Three New Anthologies 

Nelson, George (Editor) 

Cavalcade the North 
Doubleday. Aug. 21,1958. 640p. $4.95. (1) 

nts 

ok, The touchstone for this collection two novels and 

dozen shorter stories and articles Canada: either 

ful the locale the characters are Canadian, the au- 
thors are Canadian writing about other locale and 
people. Mazo Roche’s Jalna and Hugh MacLen- 
nan’s Barometer Rising are put full length; the 
Dieppe chapter from Lionel Shapiro’s The Sixth 
June and selections from Thomas Costain’s The 
White and the Gold, are among the shorter pieces 

such writers Gabrielle Roy, Gilbert Parker, Morley 
Callaghan, Thomas Randall, Hardy, Marjorie 

Pickthall. Since there are two items any one 


author, the result pleasant cross-section Cana- 
dian writing. Thomas Costain supplies brief in- 
troduction. Keep this and the volumes mentioned 
above and below mind gift possibilities come 
Christmas. 
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Conrad, Joseph Tales the East and West 
Hanover House. July 544p. $3.95. (I) 

Morton Dauwen Zabel has acted editor and master- 
of- ceremonies this collection two long novels and 
seven short novelle one the literary giants the 
20th century. Almayer’s Folly and The Secret Agent 
are the two major works included herein, and they are 
representative the early and the later Conrad, 
well different themes which preoccupied him. 
The shorter works are, happily, not the more familiar 
choices anthologizers: Falk, The Planter Malaya, 
Amy Foster, Prince Roman, Outpost Progress, 
Karain, The Soul. the same time none 
these items usually considered representative 
Conrad’s best work. Nevertheless, most the ma- 
terial here included not now readily available out- 
side the collected works and this volume should 
prove valuable for that reason. 


Haydn, Hiram and John Cournos 

World Great Stories 
Crown. July, 1958. 950p. (Price not quoted) 
115 stories many authors from all over the world 
the boast this big (and heavy) anthology. in- 
troduction John Cournos discusses the art short- 
story writing and gives brief sketch the state the 
short story the various countries from which the 
selections have been made. Naturally the largest num- 
ber come from American and English sources; but the 
advantage this volume over many another that 
ranges over half-a-century short-story-writing and in- 
cludes oriental and Latin-American stories well 
samples from the Russian, German, French and Italian. 
stands would make good text-book for courses 
the short story the writing fiction, and nice 
bedside book for the guest room. stronger binding 
along the spine would preferable for library pur- 
chase. 


Howe, Irving, and Coser, Lewis (with the 
assistance Julius Jacobson) 

The American Communist Party: Critical 

History (1919-1957) 
Beacon Press. May 21,1958. 593p. 
Browder, Earl 
Duell, Sloan, and Pearce. 
The reviewer must confess approaching the Howe and 
Coser book with somewhat critical eye. The state- 
ment the Preface explicitly omitting the underground 
operations the Communist Party from consideration 
seemed raise serious question whether 
substantially restricted study could have any real 
value. Not that such underground subversive activi- 
ties should treated the only significant aspect 
the American Communist movement (as far too 
often the case); rather, was felt that such exclu- 
sion would destroy all possibility placing the full 
range the Party’s operations and aims their proper 
perspective and balance. 
happy report that these misgivings vanished 
the reading progressed. Limited ,the level and 
range study chosen the authors deserving 
the treatment they give it. The absolutely incredible 
shifts “the Party line” are presented here and dev- 
astatingly documented with quotations that incisively 


$6.75. (Ila) 


Marx and America 
Aug. 22, 1958. 146p. $3.00. 
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reveal the degree blind intellectual commitment re- 
quired the loyal Party member and follower. And 
this done style that witty while being exposi- 
tory. The authors, one suspects, have themselves 
known the smell the Marxist bottle, but they not 
fall into the tempting trap ideological debate and 
self-justification. 


there basic generalization drawn from their 
study this: the failure Communism America 
lies the Party’s total subservience foreign inter- 
preters Marxist dogma its application the 
American situation; result, the leaders the 
American Party had willing accept and pro- 
mulgate the most fantastically and obviously prepos- 
terous descriptions social, economic political 
trends America total disregard the facts the 
situation they must have been apparent these 
same leaders. The final chapter, Theory 
Stalinism,” interesting and theoretically suggestive; 
here, incidentally, that the authors permit just 
touch the polemic enter their discussion. 


timely coincidence brings the publication Earl 
Browder’s slim volume. Howe and Coser had de- 
scribed this former chief the Party drab speaker, 
pedestrian writer, and ‘theoretician’ whose few 
ventures into Marxist casuistry fell painfully 
even more summary characterization may found 
their comment upon the adulation showered upon 
Browder lesser Party functionaries (before “fell 
from grace,” that is): “Seldom has much been made 
little.” 

The Browder book tends support this curt dismissal. 
tedious the extreme, far beyond any possible 
justification its theoretical pretentions could 
might merit consideration for the honor being the 
slowest reading little book many year. Its major 
contribution the careful piecing together obscure 
and largely ignored fragments Marx’s writings into 
new theory what calls “the social wage.” But 
these tortuous efforts are largely vitiated later the 
book when scathingly denounces present-day Mos- 
cow “dogmatists” for doing much the same thing 
developing their “theory absolute and relative depri- 
vation.” makes fairly good case that Marx was 
fundamentally error his analysis the American 
situation and its prospects, but this does not keep him 
from periodic ecstasies praise for this “giant human 
thought,” the man who (with Engels) rates one 
“the two greatest thinkers the nineteenth century.” 


Browder, the one-time Stalinist power, waxes some- 
what critical Stalin’s dictatorial “revisionism.” Brow- 
der, here seen the herald the “undying aspiration 
nations toward self-determined development,” makes 
mention his 1948 application for re-admission 
Party membership help combat the “serious dangers 
the world movement” represented the Titoist 
heresy. (Howe and Coser, book 
subtitled “Why Communism Failed the 
and, way probably not intended its author, 
stands first-rate explanation that happy fact. 


Gordon Zahn, Ph.D., 
Department Sociology, 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, 


Laquer 


Laquer, Walter and 
George Lichtheim (Editors) 


The Soviet Cultural Scene 


Praeger. June 10, 1958. $4.75. (IIa) 
The book under review characterizes the literature, the 


art, the humanities and the other facts Soviet 


ture for the last two years. Part four devoted toa 
study these points the satellite countries. The 
appearance book this nature can 
The interested reader will able find answers 
many questions evoked the role the Soviet Union 
our time. 

However, the book not without its shortcomings, 
Two these merit special mention: (1) the organiza. 
tion and selection materials relies excessively the 
propagandized ideological “foundations” the Soviet 
government; and (2) the materials are presented 
out serious effort indicate the reaction the Soviet 
people the measures taken its government. 
Chapter 29, “The Challenge Soviet Economics,” may 
used illustrate the first point. Its author (Alfred 
Zauberman) discusses the Polish economists 
his entire discussion their acceptance rejection 
Marxism. However, the analysis economic problems 
even the Soviet Union transgresses the postulates 
Marxism soon the discussion turns 
pendent economic development and away from abstract 
principles. The fundamental question for Polish econ- 
omists 1956 and 1957, also for the other satellite 
economists, was the complete adaptation their econ- 
omy the demands the general Soviet economy. 
accord with the conclusion the Soviet (Moscow) 
economists the results trade between the satellites 
and the U.S.S.R. the basis agreements were not 
particularly favorable. This was due part the 
tendency Poland and the other satellites form 
independent economic units. Soviet economists did 
not avail themselves any Marxist postulates 
ever the formulation that conclusion. that 
very time, May, 1956, the Berlin meeting the notori- 
ous Council for Mutual Economic Aid (residing 
Moscow) introduced “planned deliveries” goods 
place trade. The Warsaw meeting June, 1957, 
acknowledged the necessity “coordinating the plans” 
for economic development the satellies with that 
the U.S.S.R. 1975. would seem have been 
unavoidable necessity “The Challenge Soviet 
Economics” establish the viewpoint the Polish 
economists, only for the sake clarity, and indi- 
cate whether they did say whether they were told 
say what they did say the subject under discussion. 


example the second shortcoming the book, 
insufficient attention the people the country, 
offered Chapter 24, “Educational Problems.” Here 
find serious and interesting sketch the means 
taken the Soviet rulers the so-called 
nicalization” the intermediate schools and the 
conditions for entrance into the advanced schools. But 
the question the reaction the teachers and the 
taught the reform simply not raised. True, the 
author does mention passing, “It seems that the 
majority teachers welcome the ‘polytechnical’ 
education. (p. 228)” but there substantia 
tion for the statement. And yet Soviet literature 
ing 1956-1957 contained goodly file facts which 
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bore witness the opposition the teachers and 
the sharply vociferous protests the taught the im- 
posed reform. The latter was fact confirmed even 
the Congress the All-Union Leninist 
League Communist Youth (Komsomol) April, 
1958. 

Even Chapter 23, “Uneasy Youth,” the great tragedy 
hundreds thousands Soviet young people for- 
cibly diverted into production passed over silence. 
above, here, the facts should have been high- 
lighted. 

Among other things one must also point out certain 
inconsistency the selection materials for the book. 
Its purpose present picture years 1956-1957. 
some sections the historical digressions and comments 
far beyond the chosen years, period which was 
worthy further development. 


However, the shortcomings indicated not change 
the conclusion mentioned above: the book was needed 
and should have value for the western reader. 


Constantine Krypton, 
Institute Russian Studies, 
Fordham University, 

New York, New York 


Kolodin, Irving The Musical Life 
Knopf. Aug. 18, 1958. $4.50. 


Musicologist Kolodin, veteran the music staff the 
New York Sun (1932-1949) and the Saturday Re- 
view, (1949 now), writes pleasantly and perceptively 
many things musical this collection essays. 
The Musical Life will charm anyone with even half 
interest music and musicians; instructive, 
well, and may clear many amateur misconcep- 
tion. The first part, labelled “The Concert Hall” takes 
such matters the preparation programs, piano 
pounding, the insertion “free” cadenzas repertory 
classics, imitations virtuosi, chamber music groups, 
and the difference between “good schmalz” and bad. 
The section titled “Opera House” has some penetrat- 
ting comments conducting operatic performances, 
the hazards the High “C,” the place and function 
the claque opposed the enthusiastic clique. 
There follow three essays “Composers and Com- 
positions.” And lastly eight excellent pieces “People 
and Places.” Particularly worth reading are some re- 
membrances and reflections Richard Tauber, Artur 
Rubinstein, Ginette Neveu, and the “inconstant” Con- 
stant Lamber. Any reader can profit from reading 
The Musical Life, from age fifteen well beyond 
seventy. 


Hibbert, Christopher 

World. Aug. 18,1958. 249p. $4.95. 
Interesting but not earth shaking might terse evalu- 
ation Christopher Hibbert’s book. certainly 
honestly written, with much criticism directed against 
the leaders involved, who certainly knew better. 
the leaders involved mean those who instigated the 
London Riots June, 1780, against the Catholics. The 
main leader Lord George Gordon and this book 


King Mob 
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essentially the story his life and particularly his 
relations these disgraceful riots. 
Enough told Gordon’s earlier years convince 
that was rather unpredictable individual. How- 
ever, did manage rather unusual means get 
seat the House Commons and member 
that House that here studied. are told 
his opposition the Catholic Relief Bill, which be- 
came law June, 1778. The bill, granting some slight 
relief Catholics, was passed because England was 
hard pressed for recruits send America during 
the American Revolution. was thought that the 
Highlands Scotland would good recruiting 
ground the Catholics there were given some conces- 
sions the government. the author observes, 
result this bill the Catholics were assured that 
“their bishops, priests and schoolmasters were longer 
liable imprisoned for life and the offer £100 
informer who obtained the conviction priest 
was withdrawn.” But some Protestant leaders wildly 
opposed any concessions the Catholics. John Wesley 
warned “the purple power Rome advancing 
hasty strides overspread this once happy nation” and 
insisted that “no government, not Roman Catholic, 
ought tolerate men the Roman Catholic persua- 
sion. 
Gordon became president the Protestant Associa- 
tion formed fight for the repeal the obnoxious 
legislation. Petitions were circulated and signed. After 
many preliminary smaller gatherings, final mass meet- 
ing was called Gordon meet June 1780. 
About attended the meeting and then marched 
Parliament. The marchers stopped members 
Parliament and after treating them roughly made them 
promise vote the petitioners demanded. The 
police seemed helpless. The Lord Mayor was unwill- 
ing oppose the mob. The destruction that began 
June continued for about week. The Catholic 
chapels ambassadors were destroyed. The churches 
attended the Irish were burned. The houses and 
property Catholics were destroyed. The soldiers, 
when called quell the rioters, were unwilling 
unless ordered take such action the civil 
authorities. The latter were too intimidated issue 
such orders. The soldiers were ridiculed the mobs 
that took over the control the city London. 
Finally, however, semblance order was restored 
when the soldiers actually fired the rioters. that 
time the property many Protestants had also been 
destroyed. estimated that about 300 rioters were 
killed the police before the movement was sup- 
pressed. About 850 lives all were lost the sense- 
less riots, well tremendous amount property. 
George Gordon was tried the charge fomenting 
the disorder but was found not guilty sympathetic 
jury. Later, became member the Jewish faith. 
Still later life was forced spend long period 
Newgate Prison because his inability pay fines 
for convictions obtained against him cases not re- 
lated the riots. died prison October, 1793. 
This book based wealth primary source ma- 
terial; also prossesses good index. 

Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 

Loyola University, 

Chicago, Illinois 
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Gregory, Horace Amy Lowell 


Nelson. Aug. 25,1958. 213p. $5.00. 

Horace Gregory would not far Hervey Allen, 
who, his Atlantic review Foster Damon’s 
chronicle Amy Lowell, said that she was “One 
the truly great women our time.” admirable 
charity, restraint, and equanimity, Mr. Gregory seems 
just the man give dispassionate appraisal 
the Brookline who, had said pre- 
viously review the Complete Poetical Works, 
“was far more celebrity than she was poet.” 


Mr. Gregory outstandingly qualified write what 
calls “Portrait the Poet Her Time,” with 
attempts reduplicate the official biographical attempt 
the most fascinating biographies have read. This 
interpretative historical essay that places Miss 
Lowell her niche—written man who himself 
acknowledged poet and critic, collaborator, with 
his wife Marya Zaturenska, the book History 
American Poetry, 1900-1940. may not have been 
personal friend Amy Lowell’s, Mr. Damon was, 
but has given portrait that has balance and 
basic sense. 


Intermingled with the few anecdotes connected with 
the Lowell legend repository solid assessing. The 
sounds that last phrase are not intended con- 
vey any hissing attitude, although Mr. Gregory well 
aware the egocentric character his subject. With 
background wide reading about the Lowells and 
their environment, with astute judgment that never 
goes overboard into petty dislike biased animosity, 
Mr. Gregory admirably performs the function putting 
Amy Lowell her place, niche, pigeon-hole, and 
unlikely that she will ever come out it. 


Throughout the book there are revealingly personal 
connections with galaxy poets the period: Ezra 
Pound, Harriet Monroe, John Gould Fletcher, D., 
Elinor Wylie, Rupert Brooke, Edwin Arlington Robin- 
son, Lawrence, Robert Frost, al. (Robert Frost, 
the way, has told more than one occasion 
remark made Amy Lowell one time: “You 
find any villains poems, Amy.” Frost was 
saying that not interested the dichotomy 
good vs. evil, but rather that good vs. good, evident- 
implying that Amy was setting the blacks against 
the whites her poems.) 

Not many readers will attracted Amy Lowell 
the sense that they would want have met her. (The 
story Ada Dwyer Russell and her friendship with 
Amy would interesting one read.) Amy seems 
have been the D.F.I. (Dominant Female Incarnate), 
and how another woman could have put with her 
dogmatic opinions remains mystery. But those in- 
terested the 1912 Poetry Renaissance America 
will rewarded Mr. Gregory’s judicial appraisal 
pitiable person. 

One final note the Thomas Nelson Sons proof- 
readers: you need extended holiday eye ex- 
amination reason the following: Bigelow Papers 
10; “wish” for “wished” 92; “know 
for “knew how” 19; “Sacheveral” for “Sachev- 
erell” the picture section; 130; 
“contraverted” 194; “orginal” 213; the 
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awkward omission well addition commas; and, 
198, two sentences running together without bene. 
fit punctuation. Edgar Lee Masters’ death re. 


March 1950. These are minor points which and 
detract two iotas from eminent book. 

Arthur Mac Gillivray, 

Boston College, 

Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 

Cary, Joyce Art and Reality 
Harper. Aug. 175p. $3.00. (I) 
The nature and function art are extremely complex 
subjects, complex indeed that any theory art can 
found inadequate against the evidence some 
specific art work. Joye Cary, who took these sub 
jects the Clark Lectures Cambridge and some 
vantage approaching these subjects that had 
training painting and was professional novelist Colurr 
with, the time his death last year, considerable the book 
body significant work his credit. speaking 


art, then, Cary was able ground his remarks 
sonal experience the creative process. 


Cary’s view, the essence art symbol, the mode 


chit for 
the master 


the artist chooses image his “intuition” the world. 
Not fact alone, but “feeling” about fact must with 
bodied the art work, and the artist’s justification Mr. Magee 
his ability re-order fact into symbolic forms that will 
convey his intuition nearly intact possible. But 
symbols lose their power time, and they must be} that 
replaced new, vigorous symbols, the fresh formal Then there 
ordering fact. Cary’s remarks the viability Adrienne 
some forms and the mortality others, while not rev 
lutionary, are enlightening. 
Just the sub-conscious intuition the beginning 
the work art. Cary insits that reading novel learn 
confronting painting creative act iself, employing duction 
knowledge that has sunk into the sub-conscious and has 
become part man and has shaped man. 
very stress the intuition and the sub-conscious, how- Then, ther 
ever, that lead’s Cary’s often illuminating observations books 
into certain entanglements. Concepts are indeed 
adequate representations reality, but what fixe 
ance had that the sub-conscious intuition abo 
veloped the symbolic form has any greater perti- There 
nence? Cary cannot escape this problem except 
appeal his own experience artist—and follow 
escapes rather than solves the problem. This the article 
the difficulty any aesthetic theory, and Would not 
tions that offer inanities about “beauty” without deraci 
ence concrete works art. Cary cannot handle the Herbert 
notion “truth” the novel painting entirely 
satisfactorily, but does offer profound insights into Erich Rem: 
the contextual “truth” some specific novels and into 
the function art for man. are 
The author has patience for the “art for art’s sake” 
school; art for man’s sake, Cary’s judgment. trademark: 
this furthering directly the scheme the World 
Perspectives series, which this volume No. XX, 
indicate what its general editor Ruth Nanda Anshen 
ave beco 


calls “the unitive meaning life which may emerge 
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the disciplined vision reality.” Cary joins 
distinguished authors Maritain, Erich Fromm, 
Martin D’Arcy, Paul Tillich, Mumford Jones, Gunnar 
Myrdal, Werner Heisenberg, and others this series, 


not and rightfully belong such company. 
Cushing, 
Villanova University, 
Villanova, Pennsylvania 


Colum, Mary and Padraic 

Our Friend James Joyce 
Doubleday. Aug. 22,1958. 239p. $4.00. 
the present time, any book dealing with first-hand 
information about James Joyce likely have fair 
since his fame rides high. Padraic Colum, year 
than Joyce (who died 1941), and now book- 
manish 77, together with his wife Mary, who died re- 


are responsible for these latest microscopings 
the Ulysses and Finnegans Wake man. 


Mr. Colum has written approximately three-quarters 
the book, while his wife remains the background 
with few tid-bits disclose. This openly chit- 
chat piece meant only for those with bent for chat- 
chit for those who must find out the last detail about 
the master crossword and double-crostics puzzles. 


Summarily, the authors mention their first acquaint- 
ances with Joyce: the National Library (Mr. Lyster, 
Mr. Magee, Mr. Best); Joyce and Gogarty com- 
panions; the relation with George Roberts, publisher 
Maunsel and Co., who rejected Dubliners. Mr. Colum 
asserts that has inside information the “deal.” 
Then there are the Paris days, when Sylvia Beach and 
Adrienne Monnier published Ulysses; followed the 
following-out the participants. The encounters ob- 
served the authors, the way, are not related 
chronological order with the result that the chit-chat 
flavor intact. 

learn how Padraic Colum came write the intro- 
duction Anna Livia Plurabelle; the Joyce-Proust 
meeting; the Joyce-Stephens team—a sort Heming- 
way Al-and-Max routine vaudeville times. 

Then, there Joyce, eyesight failing, who farmed out 
books his friends for reading; Joyce and his special 
interest the Irish tenor John Sullivan; Joyce and his 
idée fixe about Sullivan well the preconceived 


notion about Colum and the rejection Dubliners. 
ert There “portrait” about Joyce, 1931, with some 
Passages from Mr. Colum’s article the Dublin Maga- 
followed chit-chat about Joyce’s women friends, 
urse the article the Catholic World that the Colums 
not let Joyce see. There are items about Joyce’s 
complex; his dealings with his daughter, 
deracinated Lucia); the composer and music critic 
the Herbert Hughes; and the meeting Joyce with the 
rely combination Marlene Dietrich and 
Remarque. 
into Colum’s remarks about Jesuits (pp. 174-175) 
curious statements, capable several interpreta- 
ke’ tions. Courtliness and reserve are two Mr. Colum’s 


curious are the illuminating sidelights Joyce’s 
Catholicism: (1) Catholic philosophy was the only 
system that meant anything him; (2) Joyce might 
ave become Jesuit celibacy were not the 


Colum 
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way (!); (3) Nora Barnacle, the girl took from 
Ireland the continent, became wife civil court 
procedure 1931. 


The book generally interesting for the Joyce fancifier, 
though the writing, times, loose. There dis- 
concerting habit ending sentence with “however.” 
“He was nice young man” confuses the reader be- 
cause the context does not define what meant 

nice.” “Some kind breakdown” can shortened 
four words. Forthermore, the English professor can 
sharpen his red pencil the following: “Her idioms 
were often strong, when she said, ‘She and are 
the same boots,’ speaking another girl, Irish girl 
she went about with, who was also engaged marry 
young man with Russian name, and was having 
difficulties about it.” 


The reference Owen Meredith 172 ex- 
ample the authors’ presuming knowledge which 
should public. Maybe Owen Meredith import- 
ant, but who And then, one would like know 
what are the “ordinary prayers” said Father George 
Ford for the soul James Joyce? excellent example 
litotes occurs the remark: would not say that 
Joyce was very good parent.” 


Arthur MacGillivray, S.J. 


Boulton, Agnes Part Long Story 
Doubleday. Aug. 7,1958. 331p. $4.50. (Ila) 


Since Eugene O’Neill’s rise foremost American 
dramatist, was natural that the literary world would 
begin treasure hunt for personal material bearing 
the great playwright. Agnes Boulton, his second wife, 
and compelling writer her own way, strives 
place emotional focus two years their mar- 
riage. What revealed sordid, grim, and wonder- 
fully detached from existence. These notes will 
passing interest many because the theatrical asso- 
ciation; many will deplore the lack playwrighting 
theatrical information. Many will unconsciously 
rebel the reading superfluity vague allusions 
forgetfulness people, places and things. 


Agnes Boulton met O’Neill Greenwich Village 
1917, and this parcel what might continuing 
memoir, concludes 1919. This was the time 
Village life its literary hey-day; when O’Neill’s one- 
acters were creating attention the Provincetown 
Players; when Susan Glaspell, Saxe Cummins, John 
Reed, Louise Bryant were contributing the harum- 
scarum, and O’Neill himself was alternately torn 
stupendous drinking bouts, desire shun the activi- 
ties and people the world, and his inner needs 
writing. This was the time “In the Zone” and 
the beginning “Beyond the Horizon.” 


shelter his privacy, mistress and mother, and valet 
and cook, the author vividly recalls moods, situations, 
and people. She reflects the ironic detachments 
their life the Village, Provincetown, 
saloons), and her house the Jersey coast, resulting 
inexhaustible vacuum existence far the 
society around them might concerned. There was 
active revolt; was complete unawareness 
events other than writing. 
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regretable that the author was disinterested 
the medium her husband’s life, the theatre. The 
anecdotes are sparse and generally without humor. 
There excitement brewed about what O’Neill 
wrote, but only that did write, finally resisting the 
vagrant urge for drink and settling into determined 
lonely exile. is, certainly chaotic search, some- 
what illuminating, somewhat repetitious, and part 
long, long story that limited few will care read. 
Judson LaHaye, 
Drama Department, 
Montebello, California 


Wechsberg, Joseph Avalanche! 


Knopf. Aug. 18,1958. 257p. $4.00. (I) 
you are interested snow avalanches, this the 
book for you. tells the different kinds ava- 
lanches—how they are formed—how prevent them 
—how avoid them—and even how act you are 
caught one. Just case you don’t know, the book 
reminds that avalanches are not baby forces 
nature. They consist tons and tons snow, inter- 
laced with rocks, trees and parts houses that they 
have demolished and uprooted. They travel speeds 
high 300 miles per hour and are practically irre- 
sistible. 
The book also gives general history avalanches but 
especially one which occurred January, 1954. This 
one wiped the Alpine village Blons, killed many 
the villagers, and crippled many more. 
The story told very graphically. Family after family 
described, talking and working and eating routine 
fashion when suddenly the snow upon them almost 
like stroke lightning. Some the people were 
buried the snow for two days before they were 
rescued. American Army helicopters played big part 
the rescue operations. Their zeal contrasted strongly 
with the indifference some the villagers who had 
escaped injury. 
The book asks the question: Why people continue 
live the paths destruction? but doesn’t answer 
Yearly skiers come from all over the world and 
yearly some them are caught the avalanches. 
There poignant incident girls from New Zea- 
land who came for holiday and who are buried 
the little Alpine cemetery. 
The author free lance writer who has written four 
other books. writes well, clearly and interestingly. 

James Ball, 

Buffalo, New York 


Martin, Henno The Sheltering Desert 
Nelson. Aug. 25,1958. 236p. $5.00. 


The Sheltering Desert certainly unusual book, al- 
though has been anticipated some extent 
Walden and the Swiss Family Robinson. Henno Martin 
and Hermann Korn, two German nationals, geologists, 
caught South Africa the beginning World 
War II, together with their dog Otto, take the desert 
escape internment. Their struggle for survival under 
conditions which only African desert could provide 
makes fascinating reading. They lived for two years 
the life primitive hunters, following the game and 


Wechsberg Martin Vandon 


Best 


the water, tormented hunger, thirst, heat and 
ness. They studied closely the animal, vegetable 
mineral life their surroundings, close 
with environment being essential for existence. The 
story their adventure accompanied 
full-page photographs, all excellent studies. The 
finally triumphed, and return civilization 
necessitated Hermann’s falling ill from 
deficiency. The author brought him town 
and hospital, but Martin’s return the 
was cut short the arrival the police the camp, 
Hermann had revealed the location, convinced 
Martin could not long survive alone the 


The exciting description the desert adventure 
marred somewhat the rather immature 
discussions. The two geologists eventually reached 
awareness the spiritual through process 
ing from their observation animals, but the discus 
sions are hampered their faulty psychology—in one 
place they concluded that the faculty judgment mus 
physical one. 

Excluding the philosophical conversations, however— 
which comprise relatively small part the 
the story fascinating one, providing good entertain. 
ment. The translation from the German Edward 
Fitzgerald well-done, this reviewer being aware only 
one two places that was not reading original 
English. The book suitable for general reading, 
the younger set will probably want skip some the 


conversations. 
Brother Cosmas, 
Leonardtown, Maryland 
Vandon, Elizabeth Late Dawn 


Sheed and Ward. Aug. 27,1958. 184p. $3.00. 


Many have known the pursuit the Hound 
Heaven, but few can trace that pursuit through 
its labyrinthine ways clearly does Elizabeth 
don Late Dawn, the account her conversion 
the Roman Catholic Church. Perhaps this account 
seems more direct than many because Miss Vandon 
liberately skips all events and all names not 
ately concerned with the subject. one fact really 
has name except the author, and even that, suspect, 
pseudonym. This tends certain unreality and 
feeling suspension space. The adult convert, too, 
tends look back over her life and say, “here and 
here and here was aware such and such 
yet wonder really that past moment 
really aware anything beyond that moment. 
retrospect translate the past terms the present. 
not doubt Miss Vandon’s story any way, 
question either her honesty nor her sincerity. 
vert myself, only wonder are really able, onc 
the gift faith has been given us, see our past lives 
any other way than seeking, emptiness, 
only child, Elizabeth grew household 
pletely without religion. Her father, charming bril 
liant restless man whom she adored, was not 
atheistic but definitely mocking Christianity and the 
Church. When she was about 13, the security 
Elizabeth’s world was shattered when her father left 
home live with another woman. Although did 
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later and although Elizabeth always loved him, 
bitterness and disillusion she felt with his desertion 
for years. Herself attractive and intelligent, 
attracted men, but the relationship left the 
level she immediately froze them out. Women 
were creatures beneath her contempt. (She admits 
that some peculiar mental operation she managed 
disassociate herself from her sex.) People were 
dassified “dopes” and “non-dopes.” were 

18, Elizabeth fell love with handsome, thirty- 
unmarried doctor whom her mother 
had taken her because her unnatural, (to her mother 
least), apathy toward the usual interests 18- 
girl, marriage. Dr. admired her, sym- 
with her, educated her along Freudian lines, 
her, and introduced her the use morphia. 
Three years later married some one else and Eliza- 
beth set out her own with her own code, which in- 
doing pretty much she pleased, but had cer- 
standards with regard lying, cheating, and 
She continued the use morphia get her 
through the severe bouts she suffered with depression, 
and remarkable that she was able control her 
the narcotic she did. Always introspective, 
she was more and more concerned with the futility 
her life and her own responsibility for it. She spent 
long time trying find the answers through psycho- 
analysis. 1948, fed with the war and its after- 
math, she went the Aran Isles paint. This was 
spot she knew remote from all the civilization she 
was familiar with; life was simple the point being 
trip Galway from there, she met 
and was briefly trapped into conversation with “Holy 
Joe,” youngish priest. April 1949, this same 
priest whom she had met casually, even unwillingly, 
baptized her and gave her her first Holy Communion. 
“For Thou hast made for Thyself and our hearts are 
restless until they rest Thee.” St. Augustine expressed 
perfectly for all who have been given the gift 
The miracle the myriad forms the gift 
takes and the constancy and patience with which God 
pursues those whom desires. Elizabeth Vandon was 
surprised and even horrified the idea that all she 
sought lay the Catholic Church. She found the 
answers all her searchings there, however, and 
think gratitude that she has written this highly 
personal, highly readable account her conversion. 


Edith Howley, 
Madison, New Jersey 


Woodress, James Yankee’s Odyssey 
Lippincott. Aug. 20,1958. 347p. $5.95. 


Subtitled “The Life Joel Barlow,” this book biog- 
man who best known students litera- 
ture one the Connecticut Wits. Barlow was born 
and reared Connecticut farming family. went 
Yale, taught school for time, became clergyman 
and then turned law. Actually wanted 
His friends encouraged his literary ambitions, 
and 1787 published subscription the Vision 
Columbus, which was great financial success. Barlow 
went Europe sell land the American West 
Prospective immigrants. Although Barlow’s motives 
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seem have been honest and patriotic, his associates 
the transaction were irresponsible and knavish, and 
the project failed. Barlow stayed Europe, became 
friend Thomas Paine, and engaged political pam- 
phleteering liberal the Price, Paine and Priestley 
school. Barlow obtained considerable wealth en- 
gaging various European commercial enterprises. 
then accepted American diplomatic appointment 


the Barbary states where was extremely successful 


securing the release American prisoners and 
dealing with the unscrupulous and unpredictable Has- 
san Bashaw. Barlow continued engage other poli- 
tical and governmental activities, and the time his 
death was the Minister France. 


Although Mr. Woodress frequently attempts bring 
into the narrative material that would appeal gen- 
eral audience, the nature Barlow’s career such that 
this book will appeal only scholars and students in- 
terested Barlow and his times. Apparently because 
much has been written about the Connecticut Wits, 
Mr. Woodress chooses subordinate the literary data 
the political material; hence his portrait Barlow 
not well rounded might have been. 

The section dealing with Barlow’s political pamphleteer- 
ing the French Revolution period good, and the 
episode treating Barlow’s mission the Barbary 
pirates interesting and perceptive. Mr. Woodress has 
done considerable amount research for this book, 
and the results are pleasingly evident throughout the 
biography; yet there fundamental lack vitality 
here. suspect that this lack gusto Barlow’s fault 
and not Mr. Woodress’s. The events Barlow’s life 
were often banal and humdrum, and only for short 
periods does his career take fascinating aspect. 
Although was minister one time, Barlow be- 
came deist. anxious Mr. Woodress defend 
Barlow all costs that sometimes betrays lack 
sympathy with the defenders Biblical truth. Yet 
his remarks are not particularly offensive, and there 
reason why specialist the political and diplo- 
matic history Barlow’s time should not find this book 


informative. Paul Doyle, Ph.D. 


Sachar, Howard 
History the Jews Modern Times 
World. May 21,1958. 617p. $6.00. 


Professor Sachar assumes most difficult task and suc- 
ceeds remarkably well despite the superficiality 
analysis necessarily feature any scholarly project 
with scope broad that indicated the title. 
the bulk the following material “finds fault,” 
should viewed the context generally approv- 
ing, indeed grateful, judgment his history. 

Some failings are present and, for the most part, they 
seem traceable the author’s emotional commit- 
ment taking precedence over objective scholarly detach- 
ment. One the institutions most often the object 
Sachar’s wrath and disdain what prefers call 
“the Catholic Church.” Let make one thing clear: 
Catholics political and spiritual leaders 
among them have failed dismally Christians 
the extent which they have given scandal and worked 
even greater injustices through their participation 
anti-Semitic movements and practices. However, the 
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fault lies the individuals who happened Cath- 
olics, not the “Church” personified spiritual 
force. Sachar consistently fails make this distinc- 
tion. one point this failure leads the nonsense 
partially attributing the success nationalistic conserva- 
tive reaction France militantly vindictive Cath- 
olic Church” despite his acknowledgment the fact 
that “Pope Leo XIII had urged French Catholics 
accept the Republic and defend the cause the 
Church within the framework Republican politics.” 
Similarly, his completely justifiable tone accusation 
against the failure Christianity successfully ob- 
struct Hitler’s infamous “Final Solution” falls out 
balance when fails give even passing reference 
the heroic stand taken Cardinal Faulhaber and 
the many individual Christians who did put their lives 
extreme danger effort help the Jews Ger- 
many and the other countries that fell under Hitler’s 
power. 

the author has one favorite word, probably 
“obscurantism.” Virtually every form religious be- 
lief practice touching upon the mystical or, some 
cases even the traditional ritual, dismissed be- 
ing —even Jewish “obscurantists” feel 
the lash his scorn times. The many valuable in- 
sights offered into Jewish religious beliefs and practices 
are thus rendered somewhat suspect that one cannot 
sure that all the variants the Jewish faith, even 
the “obscurantist,” are given fair treatment the 
author. 

Many the accomplishments lauds could lend 
support certain anti-Semitic stereotypes. His de- 
scription the intricate network Jewish international 
banking its heyday would probably warm the cockles 
any Coughlinite heart. The amazing success the 
founder the House Rothschild doubling, trip- 
ling and quadrupling William Hesse-Cassell’s state 
funds short time, (with Rothschild fortune aris- 
ing out the discount and commission rates!), would 
furnish much material for those who view Shylock 
the typical Jew. Finally, his description the Zionist 
Movement tends support that Jewish population 
definition “alien” population working for “its 
all times; almost impossible naivete re- 
quired one before could accept Sachar’s state- 
ment that clerk the Colonial Office “inadvertently” 
sent the Zionist leaders draft copy forthcoming 
British document that was sure distasteful 
them. 

His willingness accept the strident nationalism 
Israel unmixed good; his tendency gloss over 
the fact that Jewish history has produced its share 
villains has the history every other national 
cultural group; these are some other weaknesses 
noted. But taken all together, one may still say that 
the worth the book outweigh the faults contains. 


Gordon Zahn 


Clue-Works 


Frank O’Gorman, Contributing Editor 
Bude, John The Night the Fog Came Down 
Washburn. Aug. 20,1958. 191p. $2.95. 


not know who John Bude is, but think are 
going hearing from him the future. has 


Bude Ferrars Reilly Bush Bachmann 


written here one the more intriguing novels the 
season. slim volume, but there more intrigue 
more plotting and cross plotting than have seen 
many year. woven together with care worthy 
master, and the atmosphere the story fits 
tifully with the excellent plotting. Well worth th: 
price, and presented most attractively Ives 
burn. 


Ferrars, Depart This Life 
(Crime Club) Aug. 21, 1958. 187p. $2.95, 


Rather leisurely mystery this, set small Eng 
lish village, involving the murder pompous 
lawyer soon suspected vengeful blackmail 
who angered him. Motivation the weak point, 
clues are arranged orderly fashion and the seasoned 
reader, though feeling sure having spotted the villain 
rather early on, will satisfied along the end, 


Reilly, Helen Ding, Dong Bell 
Random House. Aug. 209p. $2.95. 
Mrs. Reilly is, any mystery addict knows, expert 
plot and entanglement. This new Inspector McKe 
murder-cum-blackmail puzzler has its setting the 
Spuyten Duyvil and Greenwich Village sections 
Manhattan and satfactory nearly all counts. Keep 
your eye gun and brooch that appear and dis 
appear, threatening give evidence against bride-to 
and her groom-to-be. 


Bush, Christopher The Case the Triple Twist 
Macmillan. Aug. 22,1958. 192p. $2.95. (1) 


not sure whether this the 54th 55th mys 
tery this versatile and intriguing Englishman, but 
uses Ludovic Travers and Inspector Jewle again 
though they were just freshly created—or rather 
though they were quite actual persons expert solving 
freshly created puzzle, this one 
jewellery four-year-old murder and lot 
satisfactorily confusing complications and hugger-mug 
ger. First-rate stuff. 


Bachmann, Lawrence The Lorelei 
(Crime Club) July 17, 1958. 191p. $2.95. 
a 


Lora Miller was beautiful, and she was very tired 
her present life. What had started alliance 
convenience had become horrifying thing, becaus 
Herman was something close madman, sadis 
who had killed and who would kill her she did not 
join him his escape from Germany. She did not 
want leave the beer garden, but she feared what 
Herman would she refused, and she agreed 
join him. She did not have the money. Only 
down the Rhine was possibility—provided she could 


con someone into taking her for nothing. 


The book mostly concerned with the trip, with 
fine people she meets, with the gradually growing feat 
that Herman will find her, and his eventual 
the scene. well written, well plotted, and 
rather satisfying the ending, which fairly 
given such unlikely heroine. think 
ike it. 
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Black Mail 


Doris Miles 
190p. $2.95. 


(Crime Club) Aug. 1958. 
were the manager bank and received anony- 
nous letters about one your employees, what would 
Call the police? Get investigated? 
you would. You would not. You’d just 


the board, and you’d your darndest ease her 
But she would not easily. She was willing 
and Postal Inspector David Madden got into 
her. Then the poison began spread others 
the bank, and what was vicious thing suddenly 
proximate threat murder. 

Doris Miles Disney has written superb detective story 
here. Don’t miss it. One the best the year—and 
thank God she knows how the Postal Inspectors work, 
credits them with enough brains hold their jobs. 
Well there for Best the Year. 


Halliday, Brett Fit Kill 
Dodd, Mead. 186p. $2.95. (IIb) 

This new Michael Shayne mystery. starts when 
old drinking companion Mike’s goes touring 
the Caribbean, and finds himself hooked into rough 
mob police who are protecting very bad dictator. 
The plot thickens when pal Tim Rourke finds the usual 
ravishingly lovely girl who also fleeing the wrath 
the dictator, and things really get soupy when package 
turns with fortune jewels tucked inside. Mike 
into the act when the gang moves back the 
mainland, and manages outfight, outsmart, and 
outeverything everyone else the book while 
covering himself with great glory and money. 
reasonably standard Mike Shayne potboiler. All the 
cops are idiots, and Mike his old smooth self. 


Hardy, William Little Sin 
Dodd, Mead. Aug. 11,1958. 186p. $2.95. 

Every now and then you come across what really 
fairly ordinary novel that catches you the throat and 
will not let go. Little Sin one these, and Hardy 
sional the highest sense the word. the story 
teacher who takes one indiscreet moment his 
life and manages parlay into almost sure trip 
the electric chair. think you will find this en- 
grossing book you will find among the plain detec- 
tive stories this year. has one small fault. The 
cover book one thing which always notice. 
this case the cover tells you the colution about three 
chapters too soon. Whoever did should beaten 
with scorpions. And such nice looking cover, 
that. 


Johns, Veronica Parker 
(Crime Club) Aug. 21, 1958. 


Servant’s Problem 
189p. $2.95. 


Webster Flagg kindly old colored retired gentle- 
man, formerly amateur detective, formerly servant, 
gardening contentedly. Into his home comes 
Stella, daughter old friend, with story 
man for whom she works, man she has never 
seen, certain Mr. Atterbury. She consoled 


Disney Halliday Hardy Johns Pocket Print and Reprint 
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kindly old Flagg, goes off, and slugged viciously 
the following day front the house which 
she works. Flagg suspects there something rotten 
Denmark, takes her place the home the servant, 
and finds himself the midst some rare old intrigue. 
will not review the plot. not wish spoil any- 
thing about this book. Anything more spoiled might 
call for burial. insipid, unlikely, condescending, 
foolish, and the end merely dies with that 
whimper. 


Pocket Print and Reprint 


Upper-bracket Paperbacks 

The relatively new publishing house Hill and Wang 
have little more than two years developed library 
reprints dedicated drama and theatre that de- 
serves special commendation. August 22nd they 
added four more titles this excellent series: Four 
Plays Jean Girardoux, translated and adapted and 
with introduction Maurice Valency, (D-12, $1.75; 
IIa); these include “Ondine,” “The Madwoman 
Chaillot,” “The Enchanted” and “The Apollo Bel- 
lac,” each fantasy with serious overtones and each 
superb theater Immortal Shadows the late Stark 
Young reprint some the best drama criticism 
the first half the 20th century the (D-13, 
Chambers precisely what the title indicates, col- 
lection essays introductory each the plays, and 
fine for the student and the playgoer, (D-14, $1.45; 
The English Dramatic Critics, edited James 
Agate, collection excerpts from English critics 
the theater from Addison and Steele through Wil- 
liam Hazlitt, Leigh Hunt, William Archer, Shaw, 
Ashley Dukes, Ivor Brown and Mr. Agate himself. 
Some critics are represented which recommends this 
text for courses theater criticism, (D-15, $1.45; IIa). 
The Penguin Books add four fine titles their growing 
library reprints the Most attractive this 
corner was new translation The Travels Marco 
Polo, the work Latham who has also con- 
tributed the perceptive introduction, (L-57, $0.85; I); 
one the great travel books western culture made 
more readable the best translation the classic 
have come The Penguin Book Australian 
Verse edited Thompson, Slesor, and Howarth, 
(D-40, $0.85; IIa), will introduce some names already 
known the S., and some completely new, least 
(Penguin 11, $0.65; shows Shaw about his worst 
and “Village Wooing” nearly his best Joan 
Wynn Reeves, lecturer now Psychology Bedford 
College London University, contributes Body and 
Mind Western Thought the Penguin Psychology 
Series, (A-423, $0.95; III); combination essays 
Miss Reeves tracing the development psychologi- 
cal thought and series excerpts from psychologists, 
from Hippocrates, Plato, Aristotle through St. Augus- 
tine, St. Thomas, Bacon, Descartes, Hume, Spinoza, 
Leibnitz, Condillac, William James. 

Three othér paperbacks deserving special attention are 
from Mentor Books: Great Writings Goethe, edited 
and with introduction poet Stephen Spender, 
(MT-235, $0.75; IIa), worth having only for Louis 
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MacNeice’s translation the first part Faust 
Relativity for the Layman James Coleman well 
written clear language and illustrations, (MD-234, 
$0.50; The Greek Philosophers Rex Warner 
$0. 50; excellent survey the key 
contributions philosophers from the pre-Socratics 
the neo-Platonists Add good abridgement Ed- 
mund Fuller Charles Dickens’ David Copperfield, 
(Dell F-70, $0.50; I). 


General Fiction 


John Masters’ two novels about India, Bugles and 


(Bantam F-1714, $0.50; IIb; cf. vol. 15, 291) 
Far, Far the Mountain Peak, (Bantam 
$0. cf. vol. 16, plus Harry Black 
David Walker, another fine story about tiger hunter 
ter’s Lieutenant Hornblower, (A-1811, cf. vol. 
12, John Marquand’s 1937 novel Think 
Fast, Mr. Moto, (1810, $0.35; Eileen Bassing’s 
Home Before Dark, (F-1807, $0.50; III; cf. vol. 16, 
354) ... and Patterns, collection four superior 
plays Rod Sterling, with essay writing for 
the successful author, (F-1832, $0.50; represent 
little more than half the titles issued Bantam dur- 
ing August, and more than half the reputable fiction 
for the same month The Savage Place Leon 
Arden, (Dell F-64, $0.50; I'V), little more than second 
rate and very dull pornography masking psycho- 
logical case-study Grand Hotel Vicki Baum, 
(Dell D-239, $0.35; IIb), reprinted from 1930 prob- 
ably coincide with the musical version the play 
made from the novel, now approaching New York 
from the West Soft Touch John MacDonald, 
(Dell B-121, $0.35; IIb), padded out version 
what was called “Taint the Tiger” recent issue 
Kohner, (Bantam 1806, $0.25; IIa), about young 
girl sixteen crazy about surf-boarding and impatient 
released Cry Attack John Burgan, (Avon T-263, 
$0.35; IIb), was titled Two Percent Fear 1947, 
now somewhat standard-pattern stuff about marines 
the South Pacific fighting and having flashbacks 
home front Naked Tide Roderic Hastings 
first printing, long, complicated every cliche calcu- 
lated catch sucker sales, (Avon T-267, $0.35; IV) 
Love the Shadows alias for Shadows Flying 
John Evans, (Avon T-263, $0.35; III), and all 
seems just too ridiculous Vice Trap Elliott Gil- 
bert, (Avon T-266, $0.35; first printing featur- 
ing low life Gang Rumble Edward Ronns also 
melodrama, just this side plain pig-writing 
School Confidential Morton Cooper, (Avon 
$0. 35; IIb), jive talks tale about police agent smash- 
ing teen-age dope ring. Noteworthy the obvious 
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fact that Avon uses lot the poorest, most 
able scripts the cheapest pulp paper, and some 
the most lurid “cover-art,” and charges, generally, 
than the more reputable Dell and Pocketbook. 


Mysteries 

John Creasey’ The Beauty Queen Killer gets chang 
(Dell 985, $0.25; IIa; cf. vol. 16, 35) 
ment with Death Agatha Christie 
(Dell D-236, $0.35; George Harmon 
Man Rope, (Dell 984, $0.25; IIb), mixes 
diamonds, sex, tropic scenery and 
Violence Henry Kane, (Avon T-263, $0. 
the Saint Leslie Charteris reprint from way back 
1931 two long shorts. 


Westerns 

Are running out stories reprint are all 
stories going into TV? Three only this month: 
Dead Shot Chuck Martin first printing 
variation the old fast-draw theme, (Avon 822, $0.25 
so, too, Guns Blaze Spiderweb Range 
Walt Coburn, (Avon 821, $0.25; Man the 
Jumpers time for the Gary Cooper movie way 


the theaters, (Dell 986, $0.25; I). 


Science Fiction 

The Cosmic Rape Theodore Sturgeon, (Dell 
$0.35; IIb), distinguished dullness and sour 
fantasy the overall title the first, Honeymoon Hell 
(Bantam A-1812, $0.35; IIb); nightmarish and not 
the queasy The Year’s Greatest Science Fiction 
Fantasy edited Judith Merrill, (Dell B-119, $0.35 
IIb), contains such representative names 
Asimov, Clarke, Ley, Kuttner and samples thei 
Times Infinity, (Gold Medal S-726, $0.35; IIa), 
three stories, one Bradbury, one Stur 
geon and another Heinlein, all adult level 
fairly good The Variable Man Philip Dick, 
(Ace D-261, $0.35; contains five short stories by: 
prolific new writer, all adult and all reasonably well 
done Robert Heinlein’s Waldo: Genius Orbit 
(Avon T-261, $0.35; IIa), was originally Waldo 
Magic, Inc.; the change title obvious 
Mind Cage van Vogt, (Avon T-252, $0.35 
IIb), awkwardly conceived, socio-political 
with science-fiction background Worlds Apart 


McIntosh, (Avon T-249, $0. IIb), common} 


tale two rival groups trying settle new planet after 


Earth goes fission; highly naturalistic, for 
adults only Jerry Sohl tells couple’s search for 
six lost years their lives The 
(Avon T-186, $0.35; adult and fairly good. 


Scranton, Penna. 
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